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Verse	3	is	based	on	a	story	paraphrased	from	Martin	Buber's	Tales	of	the	Hassidim	in	which	a	student	asks	
a	rabbi	why	God	created	atheists.	The	rabbi	says	God	created	atheists	to	teach	us	true	compassion,	because	an	
atheist's	works	of	righteousness	are	not	due	to	religion	or	divine	command,	but	an	inner	sense	of	morality.	"This	

means	that	when	someone	reaches	out	to	you	for	help,	you	should	never	say	'I	pray	that	God	will	help	you.'	Instead,	
for	the	moment,	you	should	become	an	atheist,	imagine	there	is	no	God	who	can	help,	and	say	'I	will	help	you.'


