We Give You Thanks for Doubters

David Schell, 2026

Henry T. Smart, 1836
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1.We give you thanks for doub - ters, whose ques-tions help us grow,
2.0ur friend in doubt is Tho - mas, whose mind could not be - lieve
3.We give you thanks for a - the - ists who love with - out be - lief]
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who don't be - lieve wun - ques - tion - ing but ask  for proof to know.
Un - til he saw the Christ's wounds, his doub - ting would not Ileave.
Who do not fear your judg - ment or long for heav'ns re - lief.
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You call us to dis - cern - ment and give us minds to think,
But once he knew for cer - tain he spread it far and wide;
They do not need com - mand - ments to live out mo - ral lives;
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For truth is truth re - gard - less, no mat - ter what's in ink.
He took Your word to In - dia and that church is still a - live!
May  we, like them, feel ur - gen - cy to do now what is right.
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Verse 3 is based on a story paraphrased from Martin Buber's Tales of the Hassidim in which a student asks
a rabbi why God created atheists. The rabbi says God created atheists to teach us true compassion, because an
atheist's works of righteousness are not due to religion or divine command, but an inner sense of morality. "This
means that when someone reaches out to you for help, you should never say 'I pray that God will help you.' Instead,
for the moment, you should become an atheist, imagine there is no God who can help, and say 'T will help you.'



